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takes on GSA duties in Montgomery County A new coalition
of more than 40 organizations has formed to address issues
facing Montgomery County government, including the
governance and planning of the Grange Hill Urban Renewal
Area. The new group, called Representing Montgomery
County Residents, was formed at the Commission on Local
Government’s meeting in Germantown on Dec. 5. According
to the group’s website, mission statements and other
documents, the group will help Montgomery County
residents address problems in government, including a lack
of transparency in government, lack of responsive
government and mismanagement. "The group is a statewide,
national and regional issue," said Joanne Hopkins, director of
the Community Law Enforcement Forum and chairwoman of
Representing Montgomery County Residents. Representing
Montgomery County Residents is made up of more than 40
community organizations, including the Environment,
Planning and Economic Development Council, Washington
Area Bicyclist Association, Montgomery County Planning
Board and the Grange Hill Community Council. Representing
Montgomery County Residents will seek to improve county
governance and planning through citizen engagement.
According to the group’s website, its mandate is to improve
decision-making and improve county government. "We need
to be more responsive government," Hopkins said. "We are
not having a good public process." Vacancies in the county
board of supervisors are not advertised on the county’s
website; rather, the board of supervisors posts the positions
and appoints individuals to fill the board’s vacancies. The



county’s website also does not provide information about the
board’s hearings, she said. Additionally, representatives of
the county government’s agencies need to be more open to
community members, Hopkins said. On average, a citizen
complaint is resolved in nine months; however, the county
processes complaints much more slowly, she said. The public
shouldn’t have to wait nine months to receive satisfactory
feedback, she said. Representing Montgomery County
Residents will also begin working to address the city of
Gaithersburg’s expansion, Hopkins said. "We are going to be
a group that has a voice on the issue of Grange Hill and the
relationship between the county and the city of
Gaithersburg," she said. Representing Montgomery County
Residents also is
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